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Sustainable Community Forestry Program (SCFP)

Sustainable Community Forestry Program (SCFP) 

Georgia established this program to focus on 

the future of our trees by helping community 

leaders recognize the value of trees and plan 

with them in mind. Focusing on our urban trees 

we look at how to care for and protect our 

community forests with pressures from inside 

and outside the community.



2003 Healthy Forest Restoration 

Act
Å To reduce wildfire risk to 

communities, municipal water 

supplies and federal lands

Å Recognizes a need for 

collaboration on fuels reduction 

projects

Å Helps communities clarify and 

refine priorities for the 

protection of life, property and 

infrastructure

Å An Action Plan for wildfire 

mitigation and conservation of 

natural resources



GA Initial CWPP

In order to bring wildfire into our SCFP, Georgia 

completed itôs first CWPP with the North Georgia 

Community of Cornelia in Habersham County, early in 

2007. 

In an effort to promote wildfire concerns we decided to 

push the CWPP program and spread the success of 

Cornelia. 

We added this as an issue to our statewide campaign of: 

challenges for Georgia Communities.



Challenges to Georgiaôs Wildland Urban Interface

Interface issues current within Georgia:

1. Balancing Quality living with Economic Development

2. Cost of developing Georgia

3. Trees in the community ïTree ordinances

4. Smoke in the WUI

5. Wildfire protection - CWPP



Our 2007 statewide campaign was interrupted with the 

historical Sweat Farm Road fire. 

Due to record drought we were experiencing a much higher 

fire occurrence across the state of Georgia. We had an 

increase in fires in the North Georgia Mountains and of 

course along the coastal counties in Southeast Georgia.

Challenges to Georgiaôs Wildland Urban Interface



Active Community Protection Projects

Trying to employ a process that would work.

What we had in place:

ü Firewise -

ÅProgram in place since 2005

Å2 years and we only had a few commitments

ü CWPP

ÅCompleted the first one in 2007.

We needed to find a way to be more successful



CWPP 
$ $ $ 

We had set aside a portion of our NFP grant money.

We had $49,000 to address the CWPP program. 

We realized this would not be enough and we saw the need 

to improve on our efforts to date protecting Georgia 

Communities

.

Challenges to Georgiaôs Wildland Urban Interface



Challenges to Georgiaôs Wildland Urban Interface

So with some fresh ammunition (so 

to speak) going into our grant 

writing session we developed a 

major push in our redesign grants 

to address CWPPôs. 

We scored a major Grant to fund 

our program


