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HIGHLANDS COUNTY



County Profile

ÅPhysical Setting:

- Located in heart of Central Florida

- 1,028 square miles

- Semi-rural environment of citrus groves

- Small municipalities, and scattered 

subdivisions 

- Fire-adapted, scrub habitats on the Lake 

Wales Ridge of Central along U.S. 27 corridor

- Anticipated future growth - U.S. 27 corridor   
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County Profile (conôt)

ÅDemographics/Structures

- County 2000 population ï87,366

- 2005 population estimate ï95,496

- By 2030 County population forecast ï
additional 30,000

- 67.2% of the population is living in 
medium- to high-risk wildfire zones

- 29,008 structures within medium to 
high-risk wildfire zones with 23,782 of 
those being residential structures 



County Profile (conôt)

ÅCounty Fire History
- Past 10 years -1,124 wildfires of varying 

sizes that have burned 21,266 acres 

- In 2001, the county had to evacuate 

DeSoto City and Placid Lake Estates due 

to oncoming wildfires. 



Project Goals

1. Increase interaction and collaboration between 
local governments, partner agencies, and 
other stakeholders on wildfire mitigation 
issues; 

2. Increase wildfire risk awareness among 
stakeholders and the general public; 

3. Integrate wildfire concerns into local plans and 
codes;

4. Raise public awareness of factors contributing 
to wildfire risk;


